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Baby Bonnet

Date
1875-1900

Primary Maker
Lakota (Teton Sioux)

Medium
Hide, beads, cloth

Description
By the late 1870s, the Sioux were forced to adjust to life 
on the reservation. Many of the men’s traditional activities 

such as hunting were no longer possible, but women were able to continue some aspects of their 
traditional lives. Beadwork continues to be an important creative expression for women to affirm their 
Indian identity, celebrate their skills, and show their love for their children. Beadwork with the symbol of 
the flag was also made for sale to Americans.

Dimensions
Overall: 6 3/4 × 7 1/2 × 5 1/2 in. (17.1 × 19.1 × 14 cm)


