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Comb

Date
1800-1850

Primary Maker
Coast Salish

Medium
Bone (elk shoulder blade?)

Description
The angularity of the figure’s face and body on this carved 
comb shows the Lower Columbia River region’s 
preference for geometric stylization. The figure is 
decorated with two dot-in-circle motifs that mark the 
heart and navel—power points of the man’s spirit. These 
circles also accent the shoulders, the hip joints, and the 
heart or belly of the two animals at the top of the comb. 
These two animals resemble the one on the handle of the 
sheep horn ladle to your left.

Dimensions
Overall: 5 × 2 3/4 × 1/4 in. (12.7 × 7 × 0.6 cm)


