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Basic Detail Report

Polar Bear Figure

Date
100-300

Primary Maker
Old Bering Sea II (Siberian Yup'ik)

Medium
Walrus ivory

Description
Hunters carried small figures like this bear during the hunt to receive aid from the game spirits. The 
elongated body of the bear has little detail except for its eye markings. Its legs are solid masses with no 
joints or paws. The carver’s interests seemed to lie in creating a smoothly finished, yet powerful, bear.

Dimensions
Overall: 1 3/8 × 3/4 × 5 7/8 in. (3.5 × 1.9 × 14.9 cm)


