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Sculpture

Date
1820-1860

Primary Maker
Tlingit

Medium
Steel, abalone, leather cord

Description
The intended use of this object is unknown, but the 

metalwork is highly accomplished. Killer whale and thunderbird imagery are superimposed. The whale 
appears to be diving. His now missing dorsal fin was riveted to the two small holes near the center. The 
whale's fluke tail also represents the thunderbird’s face. The thunderbird’s eyes have abalone shell inlay. 
His talons grasp the back of the whale’s head. This arrangement of killer whale and thunderbird is similar 
to a comb in the collection.

Dimensions
Overall: 2 3/4 × 1 1/2 × 8 in. (7 × 3.8 × 20.3 cm)


